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Principal's Message



With just two weeks to go, I encourage all students to put forth their best effort and make academic achievement a priority. Grade 9 students begin final exams next week, so it is important that they attend all classes and participate in times set aside for review. I also suggest students take advantage of extra help offered by teachers at all grade levels. Teachers make themselves available during lunch and after school. 

As this is the final newsletter for the year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support during 2009-10. We are most appreciative of the active parent group with people willing to lend a hand in a variety of roles – coaches, safe arrival volunteers, guest speakers, SAC members, drivers, chaperones, etc. The time you give of yourselves is most beneficial to our students and contributes greatly to the positive climate of our school. I would also like to acknowledge the dedicated staff members who go beyond the call of duty to enhance the quality of life for students. Teachers and support staff give freely of their time to coordinate and chaperone school trips, sports teams, educational excursions, recreational activities, and a host of other extra and co-curricular activities. 

Next year we are going to see a number of changes in the staff as a result of retirements, term contracts, transfers, and long-term substitute positions. We wish the very best to retirees, Mrs. Janice DeCoste, Mr. David Huestis and Mr. John MacLean. All three retirees have dedicated many, many selfless years to supporting students at ADJH and will be missed by students past and present.  I would also like to extend best wishes and thanks to other staff members who will be moving on to new assignments: Mr. Damian Lukenda, Mr. Godfrey Kenny, & Ms. Shea McKnight.  Finally, I would like to say thank you to the Astral Drive Community for your support for my first year at Astral Drive. I can now appreciate the success and hard work the community is known for. I look forward to September and another great year. 
To all students, I encourage you to give your very best as you complete the end of another school year. Participate and enjoy year-end activities, but make academics a priority.  Have a safe and enjoyable summer. 










B. Forsyth










Principal

Grade 9 Exams  -  Note: change from previously published schedule
Grade 9 students will begin their year end assessments in the four core subjects on June 18th according to the following schedule: 

	Friday, June 18
8:35 am
	Monday, June 21

8:35 am
	Tuesday, June 22
8:35 am
	Wednesday, June 23
8:35 am
	Thursday, June 24

	Language Arts *
	Science
	Social Studies
	
   Math
	Make-Up Day


*905, 906 & 907 students will write French Language Arts, not English Language Arts
Teachers are preparing 90 minute exams although students will be given two hours to write. Students are to remain in their homeroom classroom for the full two hours until our break at 10:35. Students should bring a book to read in the event they finish their exams before the finish time. After the exams there will be a regular schedule, students may go home with a note from parents (with the exception of June 22nd). Most classes, after the beginning of the assessment period, will include study and preparation for the next exam. 
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On Tuesday, June 22nd, students are asked to stay at school after their exam for a Grade 9 Closing Rehearsal and Hot Dog Lunch. This will take place at 10:45. Grade 9s will be rehearsing the processional and recessional for the June 28th ceremony, so we ask that all grade 9s attend and enjoy a barbequed lunch afterwards. Yearbooks will be distributed to Grade 9 students at this time. Following lunch, students may go home if they have a parent’s permission to do so.
Attendance
We expect grade 7 and 8 students to attend school until the last teaching day which is June 25. As of June 23rd teachers will not be teaching new material, but many will be completing year-end assessments and giving students the opportunity to catch up on work missed over the course of the term. Grades 7 and 8 students will be cleaning out their lockers during the afternoon of June 24th.   Students must return all textbooks or pay replacement costs before report cards will be issued.  Students will receive their report cards on Tuesday, June 29th. On the last day, students will be dismissed by 10:00 am. If your child is not going to be in school to receive a report card, please provide us with a self-addressed stamped envelope if you wish to have a report card mailed. Otherwise, you may pick up the report card at the school in September. 

Grade 9s – Please SUPPORT our LOCAL FOOD BANK
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Grade Nine Dance – The final dance for grade nine students will take place on June 24th from 7:30 pm until 10:00 pm. Grade nine students ONLY are welcome unless a student from another grade or school is accompanying a grade nine student from ADJH. In this case, all guests must be signed in. Forms are now available in the office and must be returned by Friday, June 18th. We encourage all students to attend this celebration. Formal wear is not required. The usual dance regulations apply for this function. Students may want to check their agendas. Tickets will be available in advance for this dance beginning June 22nd.   The cost of tickets is TWO food bank items. Otherwise students will pay $6.00 at the door. 
Awards Ceremony 
On Friday, June 11th students attended our Club & Athletic Awards Ceremony. During this assembly individuals were recognized for their contributions to the many facets of extra-curricular activities including athletics. Academic Awards will be presented during the Closing Ceremony on June 28th for grade nines and on the last day of school for grades seven and eight. 
Grade Nine Closing 
On Monday, June 28th at 10:30 am, we will host our Grade Nine Closing Ceremony. Parents are invited to attend this event which will be held in the school gymnasium. Students will receive Junior High Completion Certificates and Academic Awards. Following the ceremonies, a reception will take place for students and their families. Report cards will only be issued on Tuesday, June 29. 
Returning Grade 7 and 8 students are reminded of the “No Cell Phones on Students” policy for this fall. To ensure a safe and secure school environment, free from distractions and outside influences, students are not permitted to have cell phones on their person anytime during the day in the school. Students are required to turn off their phones upon entering the building and to store their phones in their lockers. Any and all phones, seen on students during the day will be confiscated and secured in the office for parental pick up only. 
Leadership Group – Final Report

[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]Our Leadership Committees this year were extremely productive. We had two amazing groups of students who were dedicated to enhancing our school climate. None of the events that took place at our school could have happened without them, nor would they have been as successful.  We would like to thank-you so much for all of your fantastic ideas and enthusiasm.   

Throughout the year we hosted some wonderful events at ADJH. We had many Spirit Days, which were lots of fun, such as PJ Day, Halloween Costume Day, ADJH Wear Day, Pink Day, Spring Colours Day, Crazy Hair Day and Sports Day. We certainly had lots of participants who got involved in creating more spirit for our school.  Other special events were Grade 7 Ice Breakers, Food Drives, Parade of Costumes, Lollipop Sales and Hearts and Egos. 

The top class, in each grade level, has earned a class pizza party. Well done!

Keeping with tradition, once again this year, the Leadership Group focused on raising money for Margaret House, a local soup kitchen.  Our Leadership students went door to door carolling and hosted an in-school bake sale.  Due to their hard work they were able to raise $400.00 and donated many food items, which helped Margaret House provide hot meals for many over the holiday season.  
Another large fund-raiser, which our Leadership students organize, is for the IWK.  This year, through the sales of lollipops and a Change drive, our school was able to donate $1200.00.  We are exceedingly proud of the generous nature of our students here at Astral Drive.           

Finally, we wrapped up the year with a spectacular Talent Show.  We would like to extend our congratulations to all performers, without you the show couldn’t have gone on.   

The following were the results:



3rd place – Band: Mitchell Currie, Kris MacPhee, Ryan Heisler, Justin Henneberry 
2nd place – Kathryn O’Donnell, Lara Watanabe and Anastasia Wiebe
1st place – Kennedy Decker and Jenna 
We await, with anticipation, the exciting ideas and activities next year’s Committee will bring to our school. 

Leadership Committee

Canteen 

Our food service will operate on a reduced menu beginning June 14th.  Muffins, pizza, sandwiches, and drinks will be available as long as supplies last. The last day for canteen service will be June 25th 

School T-Shirts

All borrowed ADJH t-shirts and team jerseys must be returned to the school as soon as possible.  Parents are asked to remind students to return these items next week.

Grade 9 Annual Active Life Activities 

On the morning of Thursday, May 20h, grade nine students participated in the 5th Annual Active Life Activities Day.  The main goal of this annual event was to foster physically active lifestyles that students can achieve right here in the local community.  The morning began with a presentation by staff from Dalhousie University on the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.  Students then boarded busses for Cole Harbour Place, Ground Zero and Beazley’s Bowling Alley.  A healthy lunch of subs and fruit juice was served upon the students’ return.  Feedback from students was very positive.  Many thanks to all parents and guardians who volunteered to drive and chaperone.  We couldn’t have pulled it off without you!              

















S. McPherson
Provincial Track & Field – Friday June 4 & Saturday June 5
The Track & Field Team finished its season with twenty four athletes participating in the Provincial Track & Field Meet; the largest school athletic event hosting more than eight hundred athletes.

Our team development began the first week of April with training and practice sessions. In early May we held competitions for particular events, more practice, and then we were off to the County Meet with sixty team members. Thirty-two athletes placed in the top eight to move on to the Regional Championship and twenty four athletes advanced to the Provincials by placing in the top four. Our school placed 5th out of all Junior High Schools in the Province.
Congratulations to the following students who placed in the top eight during the Provincial Meet:

Adrienne Irvine – 8th javelin
Reagan Wynn – 1st – 4x100M
Allison Burke – 1st – 4x100M
Joy Chiekwe – 1st – 4x100M
Brendan Lawlor – 6th – shot put 
Daniel Page – 7th – javelin
Sara Lausch – 8th - 800M; 2nd – 1500M; 2nd – 3000M; 
Candace Cruickshank – 6th – long jump; 8th – triple jump; 4th – 4x100M 
Morgan Edwards – 3rd – 100M; 1st – 4x100M 
Jessica MacPherson – 4th – 4x100M
Megan Flynn – 4th – 4x100M
Anastasia Wiebe – 4th – 4x100M
Brenton Bergeron – 4th – shot put

Andrew MacNaughton – 2nd – long jump
Congratulations!

Mrs. Boyd, Mr. Archer, coaches
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Calendar of Events





Friday, June 11�
Award Ceremony – Clubs & Athletics�
�
Friday, June 18 – 8.35 am�
Gr 9 Language Arts exam�
�
Monday, June 21 – 8.35 am�
Gr 9 Science exam�
�
Tuesday, June 22 – 8.35 am�
Gr 9 Social Studies exam�
�
Tuesday, June 22 – 10.45 am�
Rehearsal for Gr 9 Closing / Hot Dog Lunch�
�
Wednesday, June 23 – 8.35 am�
Gr 9 Math exam�
�
Thursday, June 24�
Make up exams�
�
Thursday, June 24�
Grade 9 Dance – 7:30 – 10 pm�
�
Monday, June 28�
Assessment & Evaluation – no classes�
�
Monday, June 28�
Grade 9 Closing Ceremony – 10:30 am�
�
Tuesday, June 29�
Last Day of School – report cards distributed�
�









